A PARLIAMENTARY PRECEDENT

A TRIBUTE TO CAPT. THE RT. HON. EDWARD ALGERNON FITZROY,

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, ON THE OCCASION

OF HIS GOLDEN WEDDING

NOVEMBER 19, 1941

November 15. News that Admiral Sir Roger Keyes had relinquished
a secret post revealed that be bad been a director of
Britain's " Commandos" the special shock troops.

November 16. United States warships captured a German ship, the
Odenwald, which was masquerading under the
Americanflag.

November 17. United States faced its gravest labour crisis when
55,000 miners went on strike.

Mr. Kurusu, special Japanese envoy, and Mr.
Cordell Hull began conversations in Washington.

November 18. Big changes in the British Army High Command
were announced; General Sir Alan Brooke succeeded
General Sir John Dill as Chief of the Imperial General
Staff, and Major General Nye became Vice Chief at
the age of forty-jive.

November 19. It was revealed that the British offensive against
Libya bad been launched and that there had been a
penetration of fifty miles on a 130 miles front.

[November 19, 1941.
1RISE to commit an irregularity, and I will venture to ask the
indulgence of the House. The intervention which I make is
without precedent, and the reason for that intervention is also
without precedent, and the fact that the reason for my intervention
is without precedent is the reason why I must ask for a precedent
for my intervention.
We have searched the records of Parliament back, generation
after generation, century after century, at any rate until we have
reached the time of Mr. Speaker Rous in 1653, before which time the
occupants of the Chair held their tenure for shorter and more
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